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First Word…from the Headmaster 
A mixture of events over recent weeks have led me to 
reflect upon the relationship between schools and those 
who make use of their services. At a recent event I 
attended parents were presented as consumers, accessing 
the services of a school much as they would a bank or a 
newsagent. 
    I think that such an image is profoundly misconceived, 
since it grossly simplifies the relationship between schools 
and families. Of course schools provide a service to 
parents and it is important to monitor the quality of that 
service. For this reason we will be making use of parents’ 
evenings to ask parents to complete a short survey, asking 
for comments on issues such as the discipline and the 
amount of homework that is set. I will use the columns of 
the first word to report back on the survey. 
    However, where the relationship with schools is different 
from that with other service providers is that there are 
responsibilities on all sides. School is just one of the 
influences that operate upon the development of young 
people. Parents obviously have a huge responsibility and it 
is vital that school and home work together. It is significant 
that our home/school agreement talks both about what the 
school will do and then about the commitment that is 
required from parents. I think that one of the most positive 
aspects about Lawrence Sheriff is a strong sense of active 
partnership between parents and the school. 
    A third group to consider are students themselves. 
Through our student council we are constantly seeking to 
gather the views of pupils on how the school can best be 
structured to meet their needs. Other processes such as 
student interview panels ensure that the views of students 
have a significant influence upon the running of the school. 
    Ultimately schools require staff, students, parents and 
governors to work together to build a successful and 
dynamic learning community. Everyone has responsibilities 
and each group has the right to expect the active support of 
the other. Peter Kent. 
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Emergency School Closures 
 

All parents should note that there is an opportunity to 
register with Warwickshire County Council for a free text 
message in the event of emergency school closures.  
Many parents signed up to this service during the last 
academic year, but any registrations from last academic 
year were automatically terminated on 27 July 2007.  
Parents must therefore sign up again if they wish to 
receive such emergency messages on: 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures 
Please will all parents sign up so that if there is any need 
to close the school during this academic year parents are 
immediately informed. Peter Kent, Headmaster 

January GCE Exams 
 

All Years 11, 12 and 13 were given personalised exam timetables before half term for the January GCE exams 
so they should know exactly what exams they are taking and when.  They have been asked to check them and 
report any errors, omissions or exam clashes to the Exams office.  We have over 500 candidates taking exams 
and while we have endeavoured to ensure the entries are accurate we also expect the boys to check their 
entries thoroughly.  If they fail to inform the exams office of errors in the entries, or to point out that they have 
been entered for an exam in a subject which they have since dropped, then they may be charged for that exam 
in accordance with the schools Exams Policy (available on the school website at 
 http://www.lawrencesheriffschool.co.uk/information/documents/MicrosoftWord-ExaminationsPolicy.pdf, or upon 
request to the school).  More detailed timetables with the room and seat number will be issued towards the end 
of term. The complete GCE January exam timetable is now available on the school website.  The results will be 
available on 7 March 2008.Chella Scott, Exams officer 

Local Surgeon to Give Talk On Everest Expedition 
 

Local vascular surgeon, Chris Imray will be coming to Lawrence Sheriff School on 20
th
 November to speak 

on his recent experiences climbing Everest as featured on the BBC Horizon Programme Everest: Doctors 
in the Death Zone. He will also be speaking on his experiences in the Chilean Mountains and will be 
answering questions. Ticket price includes drinks and refreshments. A raffle will also be held on the night. 
Tickets are on sale from the LSS school office for advance order, or available on the door. Ticket prices: £5 
entry for adults, £3.00 for Students and £2.50 for World Challenge Members. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TABLE TENNIS      
 

 
  

Lunchtime School Session 

Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members 
only 

 

Club Sessions  

Wednesdays 6-8pm and Sundays 10.30-
12.30pm 
Home Match Nights  

Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington League) 
Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League) 
National Junior (U19) League 

Saturday 3rd November at 9.30am 
Lawrence Sheriff Table Tennis Centre 
 

See the website for more info on all the above: 

www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday 8th December: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Preparations are well underway for our annual Christmas Fayre 

and Grand Prize Draw. We’ll have live seasonal music, local crafts 

and gifts, various games and stalls, and refreshments. It’s a 

great start to the festive season, so we’d love to see you 

there! 

 

We still have space for a few craft or other stalls (small fee 

payable) – if you know anyone who may be interested, please 

contact Michelle Shaw on 02476 544636. 

 

Nearer the time we’ll be asking for items to sell at the fayre:  

new cosmetics/toiletries; bottles and chocolates for the 

tombola; home-made cakes/biscuits/mince pies and 

books/CDs/Videos etc in good condition.  We respectfully ask 

that you do not send in tins or “bric-a-brac” as we shall not be 

running those stalls this year.  We will be asking students to 

bring donations into school on Friday 7th December.  
 

            VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!              
 

If you are able to help at all with the Fayre: baking cakes for 

the refreshment stall, setting up on the night before, or 

manning a stall on the day, please contact Mary Day on 01788 

860458 or Indy Devgun on 07931 616130 or email us on 

parents@lawrencesheriffschool.com 
 

Practice Interviews 
The two sessions of practice interviews for Year 11 students took place in 
October and we can report that those arranged with the help of business 
volunteers from our Parents’ Association were a resounding success!  If 
there are any more budding interviewers who would like to be added to our 
list we would be delighted to hear from you!  We would particularly like to 
hear from people who could devote a day from their work schedule to build 
up our students’ confidence and help prepare them for “real” interviews in 
the future. The interviews are held every autumn so there is plenty of time 
to become familiar with the process and the types of questions to ask.   
Laura Kisby  

ANNUAL GRAND PRIZE DRAW 

YOU COULD WIN £200 – WATCH OUT FOR THE TICKETS! 
 

We will be issuing the raffle tickets to students in the coming week, so 

keep an eye out for them. The draw will take place at the Christmas Fayre. 

 

Not only is there a first prize of £200, but the student who sells the 

winning ticket will also win £20! 

 
 

 
Fusion Youth Club 

 
 

Monday’s from 3rd 
September, 8.00 to 9.45pm,  

 
Ages 12 – 17,  

Free Admission 
 

Activities:- PS2, Table 
Football, Table tennis, Pool,  

 
Food and Drink for sale. 

 
The Salvation Army,  

Benfield Road  
(Off Corporation Street) 

 

Spectacles needed for Eye Camp 
 

Have you any old pairs of glasses you no longer need? If so bring them to 
the Library. They will be used at an eye camp in India. Please bring them in 
before 10th December. Thank you for all donations. Reva Mistry 
 


