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First Word...from the Headmaster

Last week | wrote about the strength of the school’s performance at A-level. This week
I would like to write about our equally strong results at GCSE. The league tables
below, taken from two national broadsheets, capture just how strongly our students
performed:

To be ranked the second best grammar school in the country by two national
newspapers is obviously an excellent performance. The strength of this achievement
is further placed in context when one remembers that five years ago the school was
not placed in the top 50 grammar schools by either newspaper.

Should the school be expected to be in this position? The honest answer is not
really. Grammar schools vary in their level of selection and we tend to fall about
halfway between the most and the least selective schools. Hence amongst 160
grammar schools we should be about 90™ on the basis of how selective the school is.
Much more significantly, there are still huge variations between the performance of
girls and boys at the age of 16. Even the Department for Education uses a model that
predicts that boys will normally do about half a grade less well than girls at GCSE.
Given all of this, coming second in the country amongst all grammar schools (and,
according to The Independent, second in the country amongst all types of schools) is a
remarkable achievement.

How do we explain this dramatic out-performance? There is no doubt that the
school’s policy of personalisation has made a contribution, since it allows students to
develop a curriculum that is suited to their own personal needs and aspirations. The
strength of the oversight provided by Mr Langton and Mr Hickling, supported by a
vertical pastoral system that fosters a culture of mutual support and achievement
across the age groups, has also made an important contribution. Responding to this,
our students have worked very hard to make the most of their impressive natural
abilities. In this process that have been supported by some excellent teaching. Each of
these different elements has combined to create a strong culture of achievement
within the school.

Maintaining success can bring its own problems. However, that is for the future and

for now | think that we should all celebrate the achievements of our students in this
slimmer’'s examinations Peter Kent
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Emergency School Closures

All parents should note that there is an opportunity
to register with Warwickshire County Council for a
free text message in the event of emergency school
closures. Many parents signed up to this service
during the last academic year, but any registrations
from last academic year were automatically
terminated on 27 July 2007. Parents must therefore
sign up again if they wish to receive such
emergency messages on:

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures

Please will all parents sign up so that if there is any
need to close the school during this academic year
parents are immediately informed.

Thank you, Peter Kent, Headmaster

Shopping online? Access your favourite retailer
via www.buy.at/lawrencesheriffschool and the
school gets a commission!




The Independent'’s league tables of GCSE results , Published: 24 August 2007 Point score is - as approved by DfES - 58 points for an A* grade, 52 for an A, 46
for a B, 40 for a C, 34 for a D, 28 for an E, 22 for an F, 16 for a G.

‘ School ‘ Town/Area ‘ No of ‘ % 5 A*-C grades ‘ % 5 A*-C grades (inc. Maths and ‘ Points per pupil
pupils (all) English)
|Che|msford County High School for Girls ’Chelmsford ’ 120 ’ 100 ’ 100 ’ 733
| Lawrence Sheriff School ’Rugby, Warks ’ 93 ’ 100 ’ 100 ’ 678
| Newstead Wood School ’Orpington ’ 134 ’ 100 ’ 100 ’ 636.7
|Colyton Grammar ’Colyton ’ 108 ’ 100 ’ 100 ’ 632.5
King Edward VI Camp Hill Girls 'Birmingham o119 100 | 100 | 611.1
Colchester County High School for Girls | Colchester, Essex | 105 | 100 | 100 | 607.1
‘Torquay Boys' Grammar ‘Torquay o152 100 | 100 | 604.9
|The Rochester Grammar School ‘ Rochester ‘ 151 ‘ 100 ‘ 100 ‘ 601
| Lancaster Girls Grammar ‘ Lancashire ‘ 115 ‘ 100 ‘ 100 ‘ 594.2
Colchester Royal Grammar School [Essex 100 | 100 | 100 | 593.4

EducationGuardian.co.uk

S %with5ormoreACgrades..
_ Schooo  location Girls,boysormixed ..overall  ..incEnglish&Maths Average points score
1_| Chelmsford County High School forGirls ___ [Chelmsfod | 6 | 200 | 10 | 783 |
2_|Lawrence SheriffSchool  |Rugby | B | 1200 100 | 678 |
3 | Newstead Wood SchoolforGils _ Opingon | G | 10 | 10 | 63674 |
4 | Colyton GrammarSchool _ Coyton | M | 1200 | 100 | 633 |

5 | King Edward VI AstonSchool  |Bimingham | B | 100 | 9 | 6208 |
6 | Tonbridge GrammarSchool  |Tonbridge | M | 9935 | 981 | 62452 |
7 | The Folkestone SchoolforGirls  |Folkestone | G | 1200 | 993 | 62205 |
8 | Colchester County High SchoolforGirls [ Colchester | 6 | 1200 | 10 | 60711 |
9 | Torquay Boys' GrammarSchool | Torquay | B | 1200 | 10 | 6049 |
10 The Rochester Grammar SchoolforGirls _ |Rochester | ™M | 100 | 100 | 601 |




HELP WANTED FOR GERMAN
STUDENTS

On October 5", German pupils from Rugby's twin
town of Ruesselsheim are coming to Rugby to do
two weeks Work Experience. The aim is to practise
and improve their English. The students are 16 and
17 years old, and speak good English. They will be
staying with year 13 pupils from L.S.S., who have
already benefitted from two weeks in Ruesselsheim.
HELP is required in finding a one week placement
for one of the pupils, for the week commencing 22nd
October

If you think you can offer a placement, please get in
touch with Mr. H.-G. Trevers, Head of German at
L.S.S. on 01788 542074.

Thank you.

Transfers to Secondary School in September 2008

If any parents have younger children who are due to transfer to secondary schools in September 2008,
they should note that there is an error on page 18 of the transfer booklet regarding free transport. The
Local Authority have included the details for the Southern area of the county rather than the Eastern
area. If parents have any queries regarding free transport they should contact the Local Authority on
01926 410410.

Student Council News
So, the new school year has started and we’ve decided to let all the new Year 7’s (and to
refresh the minds of the rest of you) know what the Student Council is all about in our
assembly this Friday. In this weeks meeting, we also discussed whether the school was
overstretched and apparently, the school is slightly over capacity. However, the new building
should solve these issues when it is built. That's all for this week, don't forget to give your
opinion on the shape of the day to your rep. Simon Pook

TABLE TENNIS

Wednesday lunchtime club 12.50-
1.40pm

Club Sessions
Wednesday 6-8pm
Sundays 10.30-12.30pm

League Match Nights
Thursday 8-10pm

Newcomers welcome!

www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET

World Famous Former Pupil to Visit LSS

It is reliably reported that the world famous expert on cybernetics, Professor Kevin
Warwick of Reading University spent his schooldays in Rugby at Lawrence Sheriff
School. In 2000 Kevin presented the Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, entitled
“The Rise of the Robots” and has received accolades from many of the most important
research institutions. His pioneering experiments involving the neuro-surgical
implantation of a device into his arm prepared the way for important developments in
technology for the disabled. His research work includes artificial intelligence, control,
biomedical engineering and robotics. His “Cybot” has been exported around the world
as part of the magazine “Real Robots”.

Reading the above, you can understand why we were so thrilled when Professor
Warwick agreed to visit the school and give a talk for students taking relevant subjects
at AS/A level during the afternoon and a second for parents, friends and guests in the
evening. The title of his talk “Four Weddings and A Funeral’ examines the ways in
which technology and biology are being merged — creating what in the science fiction
world are termed Cyborgs. It promises to be fascinating.

Four Weddings and A Funeral by Professor Kevin Warwick, Thursday 27" September
, Big School 2.30 pm — Boys studying Applied ICT or Computing have been invited to
attend, and members of other A-level groups may be included by arrangement with
subject teachers.

7pm — All welcome. Please apply to the school for free tickets by sending an e-mail to
event@lawrencesheriffschool.com — by 4pm Wednesday 26" September




QUIZ & CURRY NIGHT - TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
Friday 12™ October - 7.30pm, doors open from 7.00pm
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PARENTS' ASSOCIATION A.G.M.
MONDAY 24™ SEPTEMBER - 7.00pm for
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All parents are welcome - particularly if you're new
to the school - hope to see you therel
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Old Boy Coaching Soccer in USA

David Beckham isn’t the only Englishman making an
impact on the American soccer scene; former Sheriff
student Andy Newnham (1998-2005) is currently in the
USA for the third year of his Nottingham University
course in History and American Studies. In addition to
his academic pursuits, he is acting as assistant coach

to the footballers of New York State University at Albany.
Submitted by Paddy Wex via e-mail

Fusion Youth Club

Monday’s from 3" September, 8.00 to 9.45pm,
Ages 12 — 17, Free Admission
Activities:- PS2, Table Football, Table tennis, Pool,
Food and Drink for sale.

The Salvation Army, Benfield Road
(Off Corporation Street)




