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First Word…from the Headmaster  
 

I remember it well. I had just been appointed deputy head of Lawrence Sheriff and was sitting in 
the head’s office with the rest of the senior team trying to work out what to do about the problem 
of ‘communication’. Dr Pogson, our then headteacher, commented that ‘What we need is a way to 
replicate the ‘school gate’ effect at primary school, where messages get passed on at the 
beginning and end of the school day’.  
    I immediately looked at the floor (code for ‘don’t ask me’). Fortunately, the light bulb moment 
came from Mr Wex. ‘Why not produce a weekly news sheet?’ he suggested. ‘That way everyone 
can get in the habit of looking there regularly for the information that they need’. 
    And so The Weekly Word was born, edited with great success first by Mr Wex and now by Mr 
Mayes. Why the history lesson? I think that this context shows how important The Weekly Word 
has become to the school. It is so important that if parents do not regularly check The Weekly 
Word they are likely to be unaware about a whole range of things happening within the school. 
There is no point just checking it ‘when there is something important’ because by definition, unless 
you read it every week, you will be unaware of what is happening. 
    All of us who are parents know that sending The Weekly Word by pupil messenger has its 
limitations. For this reason we are in the process of sending a letter to all parents offering to 
replace the current hard copy of The Weekly Word with an electronic version sent through an 
email link. I would strongly encourage everyone to take up this offer. For those who complain that 
their sons rarely bring The Weekly Word home, this new form of delivery presents a perfect 
opportunity to address this problem. In addition, it provides an opportunity for the whole school 
community to receive a weekly digest of the Lawrence Sheriff news in an efficient and 
environmentally friendly manner. 
    I must admit that I get very frustrated when The Weekly Word appears to be taken for granted.  
I am sometimes presented with the attitude that it is ‘the least that you can do’. That is not the 
case. The Weekly Word is almost unique - I know of very few schools that go to such lengths on a 
weekly basis to keep parents and the wider school community up to date with what is happening. 
Since 1999 when I became headteacher I calculate that my First Word columns must have run to 
120,000 words (and for any poor souls who have read all of them it must feel like it as well!) There 
is no point in all of us putting in this time and energy unless what we produce is read. Hence I 
would strongly urge you to make use of the offer of electronic communication and so ensure that 
you get hold of your weekly copy. Peter Kent 

 

Edited by David Mayes. E-mail tww@lawrencesheriffschool.com 

Shopping online? Access your favourite retailer via www.buy.at/lawrencesheriffschool and the school gets a commission! 

The Weekly Word is sponsored by  

Douglas Insurance Service  
19-20 Cross Street Rugby CV21 3NL   Tel 01788 

543926.  

Authorised and regulated by The Financial Services 

Authority. Specialists in commercial insurance, motor 

insurance and household insurance.  

Website  www.douglasinsurance.co.uk 

French and German Orals 
 

The Library will be closed for orals on the following 
dates. 
Monday 21st April                    Tuesday 22nd April                   
Monday 28th April                    Tuesday 29th April                    
Wednesday 30th April              Thursday 1st May 
Friday 2nd May                        Thursday 8th May 
Friday 9th May 
Please do not disturb the students who will be 
preparing and recording their orals. Thank you    

Mo Parr 

Site Safety 
 

Parents are reminded that for safety reasons cars are 
not to be driven onto the school site to drop off or 
collect students. Please arrange to drop of or collect 
students from a safer nearby location. 
Students are reminded that, again for safety reasons, 
they should not enter or leave the school premises 
via the staff car park 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table Tennis Centre 

Lunchtime School Session 

Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members only 

Club & Coaching Sessions 

Wednesdays 6.30-9pm and Sundays 10.30-
12.30pm 

Some league matches are held during these 
sessions. 

Home Match Nights   

Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington League)  

Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League) 
 

See the website for more info on all the above: 
www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

  

 

SPRING GARDEN SALESPRING GARDEN SALESPRING GARDEN SALESPRING GARDEN SALE    
 

 
 
Our annual garden sale will take place on Saturday 
17th May.  This is always a very popular event, and 
the donations from parents are a valuable part of its 
success. We need donations of: 
* Indoor and outdoor plants, seeds & seedlings, 
particularly bedding plants and house plants 
* Fruit / veg / perennials - seedlings and cuttings 
* Gardening books and equipment 
* Dried flowers 
* Homemade cakes & biscuits 
* Raffle prizes 
There will be a “wear your trainers to school” day on 
Friday 16th May, in return for a donation of £1, or 
something to a similar value for the sale. We know 
it’s difficult for the lads to bring in delicate plants, so 
would ask family and friends to help out by bringing 
any donations to school during the day on Friday, or 
Friday evening (6.30-8.00pm) or on the Saturday 
morning from 8.30am. 
 
There are still some pitches left for stalls at a small 
fee - open for horticultural or craft goods – please call 
Elaine on 01788 569011 if you’re interested. 
 

Lawrence Sheriff School. Rugby 
 

PA to Deputy Head 
 

To support the work of the deputy headteacher and two assistant headteachers.  The 
successful applicant will require flexibility, intelligence and the ability to use ICT confidently. 
High level inter-personal skills are essential. 
 
This is a new post which offers the opportunity for the post holder to develop the role and take 
on new challenges.  It would suit someone looking to develop their career within a busy 
school environment. 
 
This role will be for 37hrs per week, term-time and training days.   
Some attendance will also be required at the end of the summer holidays. 
 
Salary level 3, with possible progression to level 4.  
Level 3, £15,153 - £16,217 FTE (£12,763 - £13,659 pro-rata) 
Level 4, £16,536 - £18,430 FTE (£13,928 - £15,523 pro-rata) 
 
Please telephone, fax or email for further information and an application form. 
Tel:  01788 542074, Fax: 01788 567962 Email lss@lawrencesheriffschool.com 
 
Closing date for applications: Thurs 24th April 2008 

 
Last Word …From the Editor 
 

Having edited The Weekly Word for 
nearly two years now, I strongly welcome 
its distribution via e-mail. I am often 
exasperated to see copies of The Weekly 
Word screwed up on the floor or blowing 
around the quads shortly after they have 
been issued. We would not expect our 
children to censor the post coming 
through our letter boxes and telling us 
what we can or cannot see but by not 
delivering The Weekly Word to parents, 
some boys are doing exactly this – 
censoring information to parents about 
the school’s activities, achievements and 
other important information. Sign up for 
an electronic copy and make sure you 
are fully up to date with everything that’s 

going on.  David Mayes, Editor. 


