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First Word…from the Headmaster 
There have been so many positive developments over the past few months, it has actually 
been difficult to find a suitable opportunity to share with the school community one 
significant piece of good news. I must admit that amongst the many issues faced by 
headteachers, having a queue of positive announcements is one that I can certainly live 
with. 
     You may remember that in September 2003 the school became specialist in 
mathematics and computing. That designation was designed to run for four years before 
the school was re-assessed against its specialist targets. The surprisingly early return of 
OFSTED in November 2007 (only seven complete terms after our last inspection) meant 
that specialist re-designation was decided by the outcome of our inspection. Not 
surprisingly in the light of Ofsted’s evaluation that we were outstanding in every category, 
the school heard in late January that it was to be re-awarded its specialist status. In 
addition, the department for education has indicated that from April we are likely to be 
offered a second specialism. 
    The re-awarding of specialist status is in part an acknowledgement of the remarkably 
high standards that exist in our two specialist subjects. Results in mathematics at all three 
key stages continue to be amongst the highest in the country, whilst the innovative 
curricular structures in ICT and Computing have been highlighted as an example of best 
practice by both Ofsted and the National College for School Leadership. The school’s 
dynamic and far reaching community programme, is also at the heart of the success of our 
first phase of specialist designation. Under Mrs Armitage’s leadership, we have become 
more involved in our local community than any school that I have ever encountered. 
Thanks to her, the governing body’s vision of a ‘community grammar school’ is being 
worked out on a daily basis through our partnerships with a wide variety of local groups. 
    Where will we go with a second specialism? The department for education have already 
asked us to become involved in a programme called RATL - short for Raising 
Achievement in Teaching and Learning. Through this programme we will work with other 
schools to share our ideas and to support them in their development. This opportunity to 
take the good practice within LSS beyond the boundaries of the school seems to be ideally 
suited to our current stage of development. I am sometimes told that just because ideas 
work in a grammar school they will not work elsewhere. In the main, this is nonsense. 
Good practice needs to be shared wherever it occurs and an outstanding school needs to 

share the secrets of its success regardless of the sector it finds itself working in.   
 

Peter Kent 
 

Edited by David Mayes. E-mail tww@lawrencesheriffschool.com 

Shopping online? Access your favourite retailer via www.buy.at/lawrencesheriffschool and the school gets a commission! 

The Weekly Word is sponsored by  
YOUR COMPANY NAME HERE! 

 

The Weekly Word  is distributed to 850 households in Rugby and the 
surrounding area each week. If your company or business would like to sponsor 

The Weekly Word then please contact Melisssa Hipkins on Rugby 542074 
e-mail melissa.hipkins@lawrencesheriffschool.com 

Easter Holiday 
This year the Spring term will be finishing at the end of Period 4 on 
Wednesday 19 March 2008.  School buses and coaches will be running at 
the usual times as Rugby High School is not finishing early.  Students who 
wish to remain on site to wait for their coaches should go to Big School at 
1.00 pm.   
All students should return to school on Monday 7 April 2008 at 8.50 

am. 

National Year of Reading – March 
 

The theme we have chosen this month is Science. There is a science quiz to do 
during form time and the winning form will add 100 merits to their total. 2

nd
 place 

will add 75 merits, 3
rd
 place 50 merits and 4

th
 place 25 merits. So see how many 

questions you can get right, the more forms that enter for each house the more 
likely that house is to get the 100 merits. 
    The display this month is all about recycling. It is important that we recycle as 
much as we can but it is also vital that we throw any other rubbish in the bins 
rather than on the floor otherwise we will disappear under a mound of rubbish 
which becomes a health hazard. So think next time you have some rubbish, 
recycle or dispose of correctly. 
    It is World Book Day on 6

th
 March, vouchers will be in Tutor trays by Friday, 

29
th
 February. 

    There is a new Cover2Cover catalogue and you can spend your World Book 
Day voucher as part payment for any book in the catalogue. Call in at the 
Library to pick up a copy today. The closing date for orders is 11

th
 April 2008. 

Please make cheques payable the Lawrence Sheriff School. Deduct the 
voucher value before writing your cheque but please remember to enclose the 
voucher too. Thank you  Mo Parr 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Table Tennis Centre 

Lunchtime School Session 
Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members only 

Club & Coaching Sessions 
Wednesdays 6.30-9pm and Sundays 10.30-12.30pm 
Some league matches are held during these sessions. 

Home Match Nights   

Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington League) 

Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League) 
 

See the website for more info on all the above: 

www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

  

 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION - NO MEETING IN MARCH 
 

Please note that there will not be a PA meeting in March. Our 

next meeting will be on Monday 7th April at 
 7.30pm in the 6th Form Centre. 

All parents are welcome to join us – hope to see you there. 
 

Table Tennis 
 

Jack Randle and Matthew Outhwaite were selected to represent 
Warwickshire in the County Cadet Championships held at Derbyshire over 
the weekend. 
    Both performed excellently to help Warwickshire's team of 3 boys and 2 
girls to exceed expectations and finish as runners-up in the Premier 
Division.Jack won 11 of his 14 matches with Matthew winning 7.  
 
Warwickshire Results 
 
beat Cleveland  8 -2, beat Lincolnshire 10-0, beat South Yorkshire 7-3, beat 
Sussex   6-4, lost to Middlesex  1-9, beat Buckinghamshire  6-4, drew with 
South Yorkshire  5-5. Jack Randle 
  

Year 10 GCSE Sciences 
 

After a review of these new syllabuses and of current progress being 
made it has been decided to enter the current Year 10s for the 6 
additional science papers in November 2008 rather than in June 2008.  
This will have the added benefit that not all the papers are on the same 
morning in November and will still leave ample time to complete the 
extension work for separate science GCSEs by the end of Year 11.  
Updated summer exam timetables for Year 10s will be issued in due 
course. Chella Scott Exams Officer 

PE Department Fund-raising Appeal 
 

The PE Department are looking to refurbish the Fitness Suite as part of our 
contribution and dedication to providing our students with the best possible 
learning experiences. 
    We are looking to update the equipment in the Fitness Suite. Ideally we 
would like to raise about £15,000 from local businesses and sponsors so that 
our students can access the latest fitness equipment. An organisation called 
Sportsmatch can help provide like-for-like funding.  
    We are looking for help either with sponsorship or some other financial 
assistance to help us get this project off the ground. If you would you like 
your company to be the named sponsor of the fitness suite, and be an 
integral contributor to the education of our students then please contact me 
at andy.sellers@lawrencesheriffschool.com or via telephone on 01788 
843700 
Many thanks, Andy Sellers, School Sports Coordinator 

 

Active Kids Vouchers 
 

Lawrence Sheriff School are collecting the Sainsbury's Active Kids 
Vouchers (AKV) for 2008. The school community has been very generous 
in previous years, donating over 25,000 vouchers to the PE department 
since the start of the Active Kids Vouchers campaign started. 
  
This year, we have an opportunity to donate the AKV to a developing 
country. We are aiming to donate ‘Sports Packs’ (a collection of various 
sporting equipment) to schools Kenya and Ghana and require 6,000 
vouchers to do this. 
  
If you would like to support the school and the department in reaching this 
target then please hand in your AKV to the school office. 
 
Tim Valentine 

 


