THE WEEKLY WORD

www.lawrencesheriffschool.com/information/weeklyword.htm

The Lawrence Sheriff
School Newsletter

= Q)

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Vol.11, no. 21  Friday, February 22" | 2008

Edited by David Mayes. E-mail tww@Ilawrencesheriffschool.com

First Word...from the Headmaster

Having spent time in last week’s article discussing what governors do not do, it now seems only right to focus this week on the
role that governors do actually perform for the school.

It is no accident that when Ofsted assess the leadership of a school, the first group that they look at after the senior
leadership team are the governing body. In this sense it is a considerable compliment to our governing body that their work
was judged ‘excellent’ in 2005 and ‘outstanding’ in 2007. It should not be assumed that this is the normal outcome of
inspections - it is much more common for the quality of governance to be either satisfactory or good.

What then makes our governing body so successful? The answer is that they understand that their key role is to set the
strategic direction for the school. For this reason the school’'s development plan is a standing agenda item at all governing
body committees and sub-committees. It is only through such focussed strategic planning that the school’s infrastructure has
developed in such a deeply impressive way over the past 15-20 years. We are now on a third major building project, all of
them financed through careful oversight of the school’s own resources.

In a career during which | have worked in a variety of independent and state schools, | can honestly say that the facilities at
LSS are the best that | have encountered. | am certain that this is because governance has constantly focussed upon
improving facilities for our students over the medium to long term. The greatest mistake that school governors can make is
allowing themselves to be diverted from this challenging strategic role into micro-managing the day to day running of the
school. In my experience, governing bodies that allow themselves to make this mistake do nothing but damage to the school.

So what are the long term strategic priorities that our governing body has laid out for the school? | am pleased to say that
all of them are familiar, since they are regularly articulated through the columns of the weekly word. Clearly, our central aim
must be to complete our ambitious building projects, both on the school site and at Hart Field. If our resources do not allow us
to do all that we would like to at Hart Field, then as a governing body they will seek further financial resources that enable us
to provide the facilities that our children deserve. Over the longer term, their aim is to maintain the qualities within the school
that led Ofsted to judge it as outstanding in all 42 inspection categories. Overall, these aims are hardly a recipe for
complacency, and we are very fortunate to have a group of governors determined not to rest upon their laurels but to continue
to move the school forward Peter Kent
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From The School Magazine: One Hundred Years Ago

Just as today, there were school concerts one hundred years ago. They took place in Big
School and lots of boys played and sang. One difference was the name given to the
event: “Smoking Concert”. The songs, too, sounded a bit different. Would the Music
Department wish to revive any of these:-

“I loved a lass”, “ "

Lost Property

A computer game and
accessories were left in the
Sixth Form Quiet room
before half term. Please
claim from the Sixth Form
Centre office.

, “Three blind mice”, “Scotland’s burning”, “Let’s have a peal”,
“Waltzing around again Willie”.

Ah, they don’t write them like that any more. Probably just as well. David Howe

IMPORTANT CHANGE TO
PROCEDURE FOR
NOTIFYING THE SCHOOL IN
ADVANCE OF STUDENT
ABSENCES

With effect from 18 February 2008, if
you know in advance that your son will
be out of school, eg for a medical
appointment, music exam, funeral, etc,
please will you send a note to the
School Office rather than your son’s
form tutor. This will enable us to
complete his absence record in
advance and to notify both his form tutor

and his teachers for that day.
Thank you.

Shopping online? Access your favourite retailer via www.buy.at/lawrencesheriffschool and the school gets a commission!




ANNUAL PLANT SALE

The PA's Annual Plant Sale takes place this year
on Saturday 17" May.

If you are thinking about planting your seeds or
dividing plants, please do a little bit extra for
the sale. We will also be looking for house plants,
bedding plants, fruit & veg seedlings, gardening
books, pots, tools, seed trays .. anything
horticultural!

If you require more info before then, please
contact Elaine on 01788 569011.

In the meantime. HAPPY PLANTING!

LOST PROPERTY AMNESTY
— Last chance to locate your mislaid possessions.

All items of lost property will be out on display in Big School between 9.00am and 4.30pm on 29
February 2008 in order that students or parents can claim them. After 4.30pm unclaimed items can
be purchased in exchange for a donation. That which is left will then be passed on to the charity

shop. Billie Moseley
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Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members only

Wednesdays 6.30-9pm and Sundays 10.30-12.30pm
Some league matches are held during these sessions.

Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington
League)

Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League)

See the website for more info on all the above:
www.RugbyTableTennisClub. NET

Rate of Pay - £7.50 per hour.

We are seeking to employ a number of Exam Invigilators
to cover the busy exam period during May and June this
year.

Persons appointed will be required at various times
throughout the examination season - morning sessions
from 08.40 and afternoon sessions from 13.15.

If you are highly flexible, punctual and able to relate well
to students, please contact Chella Scott or Jane Cook on
01788 843742 or e-mail
examoff@lawrencesheriffschool.com for more details
and an application form.

Successful applicants will be required to apply for an
enhanced disclosure from the Criminal Records Bureau.

PARENTS'
ASSOCIATION - NO
MEETING IN MARCH
Please note that there
will not be a PA meeting
in March. Our next
meeting will be on
Monday 7™ April at
7.30pm in the 6™ Form
Centre.
All parents are
welcome to join us -
hope to see you there.

Orienteering at Draycote Water on Saturday 1% March 2008

Turn up between 10:30 and 12:00 to the main car park.

Adults £2.50 under 18s £1.00

Bring a compass if you have one and wear clothes suitable for outdoor sport
There will be people there happy to explain how everything works if it is your

first time

Any further questions contact Ben Windsor 12TDAS or organiser Chris
Morris on 02476 677504 or http://www.octavian-droobers.org/flyers/sat07.htm

If enough people go | will do prizes for the fastest times!




