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First Word…from Laura Kisby  

As the Year 11 students are out of school for their week’s Work 
Experience I am taking the opportunity to outline the benefits of, 
and need for, Work Experience at this stage in the boys’ lives.  Next 
month there will be a follow-up article about the process that 
students, parents, the School and others have to follow but, for 
now, what is the point? 
    Well, the Confederation of British Industry and the Chartered 
Institute of Personnel Development have both expressed concerns 
in recent years about the general quality of graduates and others 
entering employment.  For example, Rebecca Clake of CIPD wrote 
in 2006: “Our research shows employers want more focus on 
communication, interpersonal skills and developing a work ethic.  
The education system might help … by seeking to introduce more 
oral-based tests and more work experience schemes.  Such 
changes may benefit boys in particular who are seen as having 
weaker communication skills …”  Thus with practice interviews and 
the week of Work Experience that are provided for our Year 11s we 
are well on the way to ensuring that the boys are better prepared 
for their working life – even though that seems a long way away 
now.    
    In the light of the comments above, I hope that boys lower down 
the school, and parents, will see that “knowing what you want to do” 
in terms of career is not an essential starting point when organising 
Work Experience.  Instead, consider where the skills outlined above 
can be gained.  Taken from that standpoint, the possibilities are 
endless.  Even if boys do have definite career aspirations some 
lateral thinking can be fruitful.  For example, the opportunities at 
this stage for placements in medicine are very limited but the 
confidence needed to deal with patients later on can be gained in 
many other areas than a hospital, should that not be possible.  In 
that case, a situation where there is interaction with a wide range of 
people would be better than a small quiet office.   
    Meanwhile I look forward to receiving many testimonials from the 
much-valued employers helping us at the moment, demonstrating 
that our lads have done themselves and the School proud whilst 
out on placement – which leads me to the final benefit of Work 
Experience: the part-time jobs, apprenticeships and university 
places offered to our students on the basis of such testimonials or 
from their own reference to their time on placement in their 
applications or during interviews.      Laura Kisby 
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Careers Fair, Wed 6th Feb 
 

In Big School next Wednesday morning there will 
be short talks and stands for year 8 and year 9 
boys as part of their Careers Education.  There 
will be representatives from architecture, 
construction, engineering, law and social care 
with inside information on the building project 
currently underway.   
Timetable: Year 8: 9.15-10.25; Year 9: 11.15-
12.25. Any other years are welcome to drop into 
Big School at break and lunchtime.   
Laura Kisby 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to oboist Jonathan Lyon Year 12 who has been 
selected to play with the prestigious CBSO Youth Orchestra.    
    He will be involved in a concert at Symphony Hall Birmingham 
on Sunday 17

th
 February where the orchestra will be playing a 

number of virtuoso works including Bartok’s Concerto for 
Orchestra. 
    Jonathan has for the last two years been a regular student at 
the Birmingham Conservatoire, where he has studied a range of 
modules including musicianship, music theory, oboe, chamber 
music and most recently is studying pipe organ.   In addition to all 
this he is playing the lead role in the school musical Return to the 
Forbidden Planet from 12

th
 – 14

th
 March.  

    Further congratulations go to Adam Smith in Year 7 who this 
week was invited to perform in the keyboard festival at 
Uppingham School where he enjoyed involvement in a range of 
masterclasses, workshops and recitals benefitting from expert 
tuition from some of the country’s finest musicians including Zoe 
Rahman (Mercury Jazz Prize nominee) and Graham Caskie (from 
the Yehudi Menuhin School).    
   Final congratulations to Andrew Lord and Stephen Haynes Yr 
12 who, at the end of last term, performed at the Royal Albert Hall 
with the Northamptonshire Youth Orchestra in a challenging 
programme of music.   Gary Lewis 
 

Rugby Chamber Music Festival 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind students that 
entries to the Rugby Chamber Music Festival must be submitted 
by the end of this week.  The festival will be taking place 5

th
 and 

6
th
 March.  As usual we are looking forward to many of our 

students participating in this event.     
 

LSS  Open Evening 
 

Wednesday 6th February 7.00pm 
 

Letters regarding this open evening have been given to all Year 
11 students. The event is open to all prospective sixth form 
students and parents and friends are welcome to attend.   

QuizNight.  
 

On the 22nd of Febuary a Quiz Night will be 
being held as a fundraising event for World 
Challenge. The Quiz is open to all ages and 
abilities, and cash prizes will be available for 
the winning teams. There will also be a raffle 
on the night, and refreshments will be 
available to buy. Teams should be no more 
than 6 people. Tickets cost £10 for a team 
entry, and this will include free Tea and Coffee 
during the interval. Good luck to all who enter, 
more information will follow shortly. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Lawrence Sheriff World Challenge 

Valentines Disco 

8th February in Big School, 7-10pm 

Tickets Cost £3.50 & Forms are 

Available from the School Office 

Food & Drink Available 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING 

Monday 4th February, 7.30pm 

Our next Parents’ Association meeting will be on  
Monday 4th February at 7.30pm in the 6th Form Centre. 

All parents are welcome to join us – hope to see you there. 

Summer GCSE and GCE Exam Entries 
 

All boys in Years 9-13 will be given Summer Exam Timetables before half 
term.  It is their responsibility to check these timetables very carefully and 
inform the exams office if there are any errors, omissions or other 
mistakes.  If they find an error or if they are not sure then they should 
come and check at the Exams Office ASAP.  Failure to point out 
inaccuracies in good time may lead to candidates being charged for the 
exam entry.  GCSE errors should be reported to the exams office 
BEFORE HALF TERM. 
     For GCEs, re-sit forms are now available from the Exams Office and 
the Sixth Form Centre.  Entries, with the correct money should be made 
as soon as possible.  Making entries now does not preclude candidates 
making further entries when the January results are available.  New 
timetables which include the re-sits will be issued before the end of term.  
     The final GCSE is on 20

th
 June.  Year 11s are not required to attend 

school after their last exam. The final GCE is on 25
th
 June.  Year 13s are 

not required to attend school after their last exam. 
GCE Results issued on 14 August 2008  
GCSE Results issued on 21 August 2008. 
 Chella Scott, Exams Officer 
 

Amendment 
 

Please note the dates of the Return to the 
Forbidden Planet production are Weds 12

th
 

– Friday 14
th
 March.    

PLEASE NOTE we are still looking for more 
spacemen of any height and description to 
join our chorus.    Chorus rehearsals will 
take place on Tuesdays and Fridays after 
school.   Gary Lewis and James Harris 
 

Table Tennis Centre 
Lunchtime School Session       
Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members only                                                

Club & Coaching Sessions  
Wednesdays 6.30-9pm and Sundays 10.30-12.30pm  Some 

league matches are held during these sessions.  

Home Match Nights  Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington 
League) Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League) 
 
See the website for more info on all the above: 

www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

  

 

Parent/Governor representatives 
 

Warwickshire County Council has asked us to inform you of the 
appointment of Parent/Governor representatives on Warwickshire County 
Council’s Children, Young People and Families Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee and the Admissions Forum.  Ruth Davies-McCrorie (governor 
at St Paul’s CofE Primary in Leamington Spa), and Tim Sturges (governor 
at Henley-in-Arden High School) have been appointed. 
 

Winter Vomiting Sickness Bug 
 

The school has so far been fortunate that the winter vomiting sickness 
bugs that have affected parts of the country have not impacted on the 
school.  In the event of infection, current medical advice is that anyone 
contracting these illnesses should stay at home and remain there for at 
least 48 hours following the cessation of all symptoms.  If your son does 
need to be kept away from school please ensure that a message is given 
to the School Office (messages can be left before 8.30 am on the 
answerphone system), and that a written absence note is sent on his first 
day back at school. 

Amnesty International 
Enrichment Group 

 

This group has been running since 
September and have petitioned the 
Government in Myanmar in relation to 
the release of the Monks in Burma. 
We sent over 300 signatures to 
support our request and the 
International Appeal against the right 
for freedom and democracy. 
Our second campaign was to raise 
awareness of the plight of some 
individuals receiving punishments for 
acts we would accept as just and right 
in the U.K. by joining Amnesty's 
Greeting Card Campaign. Although 
the student response was small it was 
a demonstration of the empathy many 
boys have with the rights of others. 
 

National Year of Reading – 
February 

 

Theme Geography and Travel. When we go 
travelling we read the glossy brochures to decide 
where to visit. But people travel to help others 
too. Reva Mistry went to an Eye Camp in India 
during Christmas 2007. With your help she was 
able to take 150 pairs of glasses so you helped 
others too. Thank you. 
    It is also the Chinese New Year on 7

th
 

February. The Year of the Rat. Have a look at our 
display. How many different places have you 
visited? Come and put a pin in our World Map 
and see who has travelled the farthest and which 
is the most visited area. Mo Parr 

Assistance for New Enrichment Course. 
 

Vehicle Restoration and Mechanical Understanding. 
 

 I propose to run an enrichment that will take in aspects of the 

knowledge required to maintain, repair and restore a motor 
vehicles. As an owner of a small fleet of vehicles which I am quite 
happy to use in demonstrations I also wish to acquire something for 
students to apply and test their skills against. Therefore I am 
making a request for a small moped that has the ability to be 
restored to its former glory. A possible payment may be able to be 
made on inspection. My focus is on either a low powered British 
motorcycle, Italian Scooter, Mobylette, Mobecane or Solex Moped 
circa 1950 to 70's. ( even an old Raleigh Wisp). I would rather not 
use ebay due to distance for collection. I also realise that some of 
these items are very collectable and the reluctance to part with 
them. Equally my personal passion is for old Citroen 2cv's, Dyane 
6's and large and small vans. Any of these could also be 
considered. The focus is on basic mechanical understanding so 
anything that is not "high tech" is worthy of consideration.  
Please contact Paul Cooper. Head of Technology. 
 


