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First Word…from the Headmaster 
Many parents have already been in contact to ask how last 
week’s inspection went. I must pass on how much I have 
appreciated the support offered by the parents association, 
Old Laurentians and other groups which work so closely with 
the school. I have been asked by our Ofsted inspector not to 
go into print with feedback until her report has been officially 
published (this  is a relatively quick process and may be 
complete by next week). However, I am allowed to say that 
the day went exceptionally well. I am remember that after the 
last inspection we collectively asked ourselves ‘how can we 
improve on that?’ Suffice to say that we seem to have 
managed to do so.  
    One feature of this inspection, alongside the previous two 
that have happened during my headship, has been the strong 
support of  parents. Whilst, quite rightly, I was not shown 
individual survey returns, I know that the overall response 
was overwhelmingly positive. As always, I was slightly 
disappointed that even a tiny number (less than 1%)  passed 
on  negative comments, such as expressing concerns about 
bullying. The disappointment I felt was not that these 
comments had been passed to Ofsted (that is every parent’s 
right) but that in every case these comments had not been 
discussed with me first (in many cases, we think that they had 
not been discussed with Mrs Wright either). Any school which 
thinks that no bullying takes place is frankly deluding itself. 
However, what matters is what is done to respond to 
such concerns. If any parent raises a serious issue with 
us we will do our best to help, but to be fair to all of us, 
we cannot be expected to act unless we know. 
    To be honest, the above paragraph represents the 
only note of disappointment emerging from the whole 
inspection process. In the spring of 2005 we had 15 
inspectors with us for a week. In November 2007, because 
the inspection focused upon testing out our own self-
evaluation of the school’s performance, we had one inspector 
for one day. However, under both structures the inspection 
was rigorous, thought provoking and very fair. I hope that next 
week I will be able to provide you with greater detail on the 
conclusions that have been reached about the school. 
Peter Kent. 
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The Student Voice 
 

The new half-term has started and Christmas is suddenly starting to 
look a lot closer this side of the holiday. For the Student Council, this 
means that our second visit from the Unicef campaign is drawing 
closer. For those of you that don’t know, the Unicef Rights & 
Responsibilities campaign is about letting us know about our rights 
and responsibilities. So, we decided that, in conjunction with this 
campaign, the Student Council will be fundraising to sort out the 
science block toilets. We’re not quite sure where the money will come 
from yet, but the plans have been made. So, if you have any ideas 
about how we should raise this money, or what to do with it when 
we’ve got it, I’m sure your rep would love to hear them. Simon Pook 

Careers Events Next Week at LSS, Rugby and Coventry 
 

• Tuesday afternoon (Nov 20th): “Staying in Learning” presentation by the Theatre and learning company for all year 10 
students.  This will outline all the pathways open to them after Year 11. 

• Wednesday Nov 21st, 6-8pm: Connexions Careers Event at Rugby Library for Year 11 and other interested students.  
Information from employers, colleges, sixth forms, and other agencies about courses, apprenticeships, careers and 
employment. 

• Saturday and Sunday, November 24-25th: Imagineering Fair at the Jaguar Exhibition Hall, Ricoh Arena for 8-16 year 
olds.  9.30am to 5pm Sat or to 4pm Sun.  Meet Trevor Baylis, inventor of the wind-up radio and TV personality, Nigel 
McKnight and Quicksilver (World Waterspeed Record Challenger 2009) and try out the hands-on activities.  Visit 
www.imagineeringweb.co.uk Laura Kisby 

The Alstom Enterprise Challenge 
 

Sheriff students take part in National Enterprise Week (Nov 12-16) by tackling a real-business challenge from Alstom, 
Rugby on Friday 16th November.when the teams’ envelopes will be opened and the Challenge revealed  Teamwork will 
continue into the coming week with Form, House and Grand finals taking place soon.  Many thanks to David Parnam at 
Alstom for drawing up the challenge for us. Laura Kisby 

Local Surgeon to Give Talk On Everest Expedition 
 

Local vascular surgeon, Chris Imray will be coming to Lawrence Sheriff School on 20th November to speak on his recent 
experiences climbing Everest as featured on the BBC Horizon Programme Everest: Doctors in the Death Zone. He will also 
be speaking on his experiences in the Chilean Mountains and will be answering questions. Ticket price includes drinks and 
refreshments. A raffle will also be held on the night. Tickets are on sale from the LSS school office for advance order, or 
available on the door. Ticket prices: £5 entry for adults, £3.00 for Students and £2.50 for World Challenge Members. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE TENNIS   
     

NATIONAL JUNIOR LEAGUE 
On day one of the Midlands Division six of the boys played in 
two teams with both winning their respective preliminary 
divisions. These fine performances ensure they will play the 
second day of the event in the top division. For the A team; 
Matthew Outhwaite, Jack Randle and Alex Phillips all ended the 
day on 88% losing just one game (of nine) each. The B team also 
registered some great averages; Ben Meakin 87.5%, Tristan 
Mobbs 80% and Tom Bradley 70%. 

Lunchtime School Session 
Wednesdays 12.50-1.40pm for club members only 

Club Sessions  
Wednesdays 6-8pm and Sundays 10.30-12.30pm 

Home Match Nights  
Tuesdays 7-10pm (Leamington League) 
Thursdays 8-10pm (Daventry League) 

WMDC / W. Mids Development Competition 2 
Saturday 1st December noon - 4pm  
Entry Forms from lunchtime session 
Lawrence Sheriff County Table Tennis Centre 

Warwickshire Schools Tournament 
Friday 7th December 5pm start 
Lawrence Sheriff County Table Tennis Centre 
 

See the website for more info on all the above: 
www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

ANNUAL GRAND PRIZE DRAW 
TICKETS OUT N0W! 

 

1st Prize: £200 

2nd Prize: £60 voucher for professional studio photograph from  

award-winning photographer, Gary Maxwell 

3rd Prize Christmas Hamper 

Lots of other prizes including … ‘season’ tickets at Rugby 

Theatre … dinner for 2 at Summersaults … Cineworld vouchers 

… Big Apple Bowling … and lots, lots more. 

We gave out tickets for the draw over the last week for 

students to sell, so if you haven’t seen them yet, ask your son to 

empty his pockets! The draw is one of the biggest fundraisers 

during the year, so we hope to have your support.  
 

Please return all stubs/money and any unsold tickets to the 

School Office by Thursday 6th December. The seller of the 

winning ticket will themselves win £20 – so remember to fill 

in your details! 

The draw will take place at 12.00, Saturday 8th December,  

at the Christmas Fayre 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday 8th December, 10.00-12.30 

Griffin Centre 
 

We’ll be asking students to bring in donations that we can sell at 

the Christmas Fayre on Friday 7th December. We’re looking for: 
 

Home-made cakes and biscuits 

Chocolates 

Bottles for the Tombola 

Unused cosmetics and toiletries  

Books / CD / Videos / DVDs / Computer Games – in good 

condition 
 

Please no tins or bric-a-brac, as these are difficult to sell. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity 

Supervisor Wanted for 
Barby Pre-School 

 

At Barby Village Hall, Barby, Rugby 
 

Level 3 qualified or above and 
relevant experience required 

Four mornings a week  
– 8.30a.m. start 

Barby Preschool is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children. 
Apply to Katie Harris (Chairperson) 

for an application pack,  
01788 890261 

 

Closing date Wednesday  
28th November 2007 

Spectacles needed for 
Eye Camp 

 

Have you any old pairs of glasses you 
no longer need? If so bring them to the 
Library. They will be used at an eye 
camp in India. Please bring them in 
before 10th December. Thank you for all 
donations. Reva Mistry 

 

CHILE 2008CHILE 2008CHILE 2008CHILE 2008    
Lawrence 
Sheriff 

World Challenge 
Race Night 

Old Laurentians RFC Clubhouse, 
Limetree Avenue Bilton, Rugby 

 

Friday 30th November 2007 
7pm till late 

 

Bar, Refreshments & Raffle 
 

6th Form and Parents welcome 
 

Tickets £3 
See Alex Simpson, Conrad Hayes 

or Sam Turner for tickets 
 

All proceeds go to the Lawrence 
Sheriff World Challenge Fund 

  


