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First Word…from the Headmaster  
Over recent weeks there has been considerable discussion of the role of 
grammar schools in the 21st century. I certainly do not want to get involved in a 
discussion about the education policies of the major political parties. However, it 
might be helpful to outline why I believe that schools such as Lawrence Sheriff 
still have a place in a modern education system. 
    Central to the whole debate has been the issue of inclusion, with some 
arguing that grammar schools only serve the middle classes. Whatever the 
merits of this argument in general terms, in the specific case of Lawrence Sheriff 
this is not the case. A strong example of this is our non-selective post 16 
admissions policy, which deliberately allows the school to cater for students from 
a wide variety of backgrounds and experiences. Our criteria for admission to 
study either A-levels or vocational courses are actually less selective than many 
comprehensive schools. 
    Pre-16 the school continues to serve students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. The governors’ vision for the school as a ‘community grammar 
school’ is widely known and something which has led us to engage with a wide 
range of community projects. Recent first word articles have demonstrated the 
range of community partnerships that the school is involved with.  
    All of the examples above demonstrate that Lawrence Sheriff is a genuine 
community grammar school that sees itself as serving all sectors within Rugby 
and the surrounding area. We are not interested in narrow elitism and take every 
opportunity to draw attention to the school’s broader set of values. 
    Ultimately, education is a matter for parental choice. I continue to believe that 
parents have the right to choose the type of school that is best suited to the 
particular needs of their child. That choice might lead to a school that specialises 
in a particular subject, a city academy, a conventional comprehensive school or 
a grammar school. Lots of people involved in education policy pay lip service to 
parental choice, but what they actually mean is that parents should be able to 
make choices that these same officials approve of. Parents are the people best 
placed to understand the educational needs of their children and they must be 
given the opportunity to choose the type of school that they are most suited to. If 
this does not happen there is real danger that genuine choice will only be 
offered to those who can afford to pay for it.  
Peter Kent. 
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Feeling hot, hot, hot! 
With summer looming we are noticing an increase in the number of 
dehydrated boys coming to us in first aid.  As it is due to get hotter still, 
could we please ask that all students are sent to school with at least 
500ml of fluids on their person;  and to have applied sun cream before 
they leave for school, or to have some sun cream in their bags. If you 
have any queries please do not hesitate contacting Jacky Wright or 
myself, Amy Braithwaite 

News update: Converteam glider challenge 
 

A lot of time has passed since the last article from the team. For those 
that do not know what we do, we have been set a challenge by 
Converteam to build a glider that can be launched from EMKIT, a 
launch system that can accelerate from 0-100mph in about 1 second! 
    We have been very busy and we’ve been spending too, buying 
things like a flight simulator and two model planes. We have also been 
on a second trip to Bruntingthorpe aerodrome, where we saw the 
EMKIT in action for the first time. We also tested a model plane, to get 
an idea of how to fly it. Unfortunately, the plane crash landed so it 
needed repairs.Expect another update from us soon. 

The Converteam Glider Challenge Team 



 
 

UK INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICAL 
CHALLENGE: 

Olympiad & European Kangaroo 
Results 

 
Following the first stage of the Challenge, those 
who received Gold certificates were invited to 
either the Olympiad or the European Kangaroo. Of 
1600 pupils who were invited to participate this 
year over 1450 of them entered. 
 In the ‘Intermediate Mathematical 
Olympiad’, which is a two hour written paper which 
requires clear and complete final solutions,  we 
had 5 boys who participated.  Ben Windsor (Yr11) 
was in the top 25% for his year and received a 
Gold Medal, a Certificate of Distinction and a book 
prize entitled “Plane Euclidean Geometry”. Robert 
Iredale, Oliver Vavasour, Stanley Pinsent (Yr10) 
and Michael Hope (Yr9) all received a Certificate of 
Participation. 

In the ‘European Kangaroo’, which is a one 
hour set of Mathematical problems with multiple 
choice answers, we had 9 boys entered. Jo 
Ostrowski and Sam Smith (Yr9) came in the top 
25% for their year and received a Certificate of 
Merit. John Lees (Yr11), Alex Czerniewski, Sean 
Ravenhall (Yr10), Adam Hilliard, Benjamin Lord, 
Joe Evans and Oly Ducker (Yr9) all received a 
Certificate of Participation. 

Many Congratulations to all of them for 
being invited to participate in this National 
Mathematical Challenge and achieving such high 

results. Claire Barnes 

TESCO VOUCHERS 
 

Many thanks to all those that 
have already brought 
vouchers into school.  We 
have collected 9,400 
vouchers to date.  On 
previous occasions the 
amount of vouchers collected 
increases dramatically in the 
weeks after the stores have 
stopped issuing. Please have 
a good search.  ICT Support 
 

LAWRENCE SHERIFF SCHOOL, RUGBY 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER, MPS + TLR2b (£2,306) 

 
 

Lawrence Sheriff School is seeking to appoint a keen and enthusiastic Teacher to work in a highly 
successful Physical Education Department throughout this 11-18 Voluntary Aided boys’ grammar 
school. The School offers the statutory induction scheme for NQTs.  
 

The successful applicant will play an active and committed role in both curricular and extra-curricular 
life and have the opportunity to contribute to the development of examined PE. Amongst the main 
sports in the School are rugby, cricket, basketball, athletics and hockey, but there is a substantial 
programme of other sports.  The ability to teach hockey would be a particular advantage. 
 

The successful candidate will act as the “school sports co-ordinator” for Lawrence Sheriff School, 
working with a group of primary schools to audit provision and develop fresh sporting opportunities. 
 

Please telephone, fax or e-mail for application forms and further details: 
Tel (01788) 542074, Fax (01788) 567962, E-mail lss@lawrencesheriffschool.com  
 

Closing date for applications: Thursday 21 June 2007.  Lawrence Sheriff School, Clifton Road, Rugby, 
Warwickshire, CV21 3AG.  Website: www.lawrencesheriffschool.com 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
Annual Presentation  
This will be held during the club session on  
Wednesday 20th June. 
After School Club 
Wednesday 3.30-4.30pm 
Club Sessions  
Newcomers very welcome - first two sessions free! 

Wednesday 6.30 – 9pm & Sunday 10.30 - 12.30pm   
www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 

 
Calling our Old Boys and Staff 

 

A couple of weeks ago I received an e-mail from an old boy of the school who left many years ago but regularly reads The Weekly Word on the 
school’s website. If you are an old boy or an ex-member of staff who also reads The Word and would like to contact old  friends or pass on news 
of your achievements, whereabouts or circumstances then e-mail me and I will publish your messages when space permits.  
David Mayes, Editor, The Weekly Word. E-mail tww @Lawrence sheriffschool.com. 


