
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

THE WEEKLY WORDTHE WEEKLY WORDTHE WEEKLY WORDTHE WEEKLY WORD    
www.lawrencesheriffschool.com/information/weeklyword.htm 

The Lawrence Sheriff 
School Newsletter 

 
 

 

Vol.10, no. 26  Friday, March 30th , 2007 
 
First Word…from the Headmaster 
It’s always good to finish the term on a positive note. I have lost count of the 
number of times that I have written articles about our struggles to gain planning 
permission for projects, particularly for those relating to Hart Field. I am pleased to 
say that I now have better news to share. 
    Last week we discovered we had been awarded planning permission for our 
proposed Learning and Resources Centre. The building will consist of a new 
library, with eight mathematics classrooms. For some time the accommodation for 
our library has not been what I would wish. I was talking to an old boy recently who 
remembered the excitement when the former headteacher’s house became the 
school library. Whilst the extension of the library was a huge step forward at the 
time, we are now at the point where we need to offer our students facilities that are 
more modern and which allow them to develop their skills in research and 
independent study. In this respect there is no doubt that the opportunity to build a 
new library is one of the most important developments during my time as 
headteacher.  
    It is also worth mentioning that the decision to designate the eight classrooms as 
mathematics teaching rooms is a fulfilment of a promise that we made when the 
school first became specialist. Re-locating the mathematics department in this way 
will also allow us to make greater provision for art and design technology with our 
existing buildings. 
    As always there is the tiny detail of money. We hope that we will be able to apply 
for grants to assist with the significant cost of the development. However, we have 
to accept that the governing body will have to shoulder the major part of the cost, 
much as it did in the construction of the Griffin Centre and the Sixth Form Centre. 
    Hart Field also continues to progress. Having gained planning permission, we 
hope to soon make a start to erecting fencing around part of the field and installing 
temporary changing facilities. Once again, we find ourselves in the position of 
having permission but no funds (ironically, the previous scheme provided the funds 
but made planning permission very difficult to gain) Governors have already 
committed money to enable the first phase of development to take place. After that, 
we will need to explore the options available to us. However, we continue to be 
committed to ensuring that both projects are completed so that students at the 
school have the best possible facilities available to them. Peter Kent. 
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Non – Uniform Day Total for the Red Cross 
 

The non-uniform day last week raised £750.67 to support the work 
of the Red Cross.  Thanks to all who contributed. 

Pupil Behaviour 
 

It was a pleasure to receive a telephone call from a member of the 
public this week thanking our boys for their behaviour at the bus 
stop in allowing her to get on the bus first and for giving up their 
seats for adult passengers.  Thank you in particular to the boys 
travelling on the No. 4 bus for your courtesy to other passengers. 
(Well done boys - good manners and courtesy cost nothing – Ed) 
 

Jaguar Maths Challenge 
 

Following the success of the year 7 Jaguar Maths Challenge a 
group of year 7 students have been preparing cars for the first 
round of the national competition. Congratulations to Matthew 
Outwaite who won the school race a lap clear of the rest of the 
field. His car represented Sheriff in a race against other schools 
from the Local Education Area and was fast enough to secure a 
place for the school in the semi-final. Our teams will now have to 
set up a car for a completely new track to fight for a place on the 
starting grid at the next race. Good luck 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRY & QUIZ NIGHT –  

STILL TIME TO GET YOUR TICKETS 

 

 

 

Friday 20th April - 7.30pm 

There’s still time for you to get tickets  

for the PA’s Curry & Quiz Night 

Price: £8 per adult; £6 per student, including quiz 

admission and excellent food 

Licensed bar & Raffle 

Reserve a place for your team now, and pay 
after Easter: 

Just email LSS PA on 

parents@lawrencesheriffschool.com, giving details 

of: 

* Team name 

* No. of adults & No. of students/children 

(maximum of 6 people per team – if you’ve less than 

6 people you can join with another small team on the 

night if you’d like) 

* Student name and Form 

Then send your payment into the school office along 

with a copy of these details after Easter, marking 

your envelope “Quiz & Curry Night” and we will 

return your tickets via your son before 20th April. 
 

Public Speaking Contest Success 
 

On Sunday 25th March, Brendan Mahon (Year12) spoke with great confidence and skill in the 
Soroptimist International (Midland Arden Region) Public Speaking Contest at Hanley Castle High 
School, Worcestershire. From the topics provided, Brendan chose 'Political correction has no future in 
our current society'; the judges remarked on the bravery of his decision to speak without referring to 
his notes and he was the first speaker to step out from behind the safety of the lectern to deliver his 
complex argument. Congratulations and thanks go to Brendan, his family for their support, the 
Soroptimists, especially the Rugby Soroptimists, and the local sponsors for making this high quality 
event possible. Congratulations too, to Rose Jakeman of Rugby High School, who won the contest, 
ensuring the the trophy stays in Rugby for another year.  Julie Hawley   

TABLE TENNIS 

Warwickshire Schools Individual Championships 

Two Lawrence Sheriff boys, Matthew Outhwaite and Jack Randle, met in one of the U13 semi-finals.  They 
played some of the most competitive table tennis of the night enthralling many of the watching players and 
parents. The match ended in a narrow 3-2 win for Jack. Jack then battled bravely against his Rugby Club cadet 
team-mate, the Chinese boy Xiaoyang Ma, in the final.  Xiao played his customary high level to win in straight 
sets and go through to the National finals.  
The U16 Boys event saw three Lawrence Sheriff pupils making it through to the semi-finals. Tristan Mobbs 
battled out four ends with Alex Phillips before running out of steam with Alex winning the fifth. Ben Meakin 
came through the other semi to set up a final with Alex. The final was a tight affair with long rallies, again going 
to a fifth end.  Ben started the fifth brightly working himself into an 8-3 lead but then Alex mounted a comeback 
bringing the match to deuce before edging ahead to win the county U16 schoolboy title. Alex goes forward to 
represent the school and the county at Stoke in the finals. 
The U11 boys event was won by Jesse Kendrick-Hill (of Paddox School), it bodes well; he joins the Sheriff in 
September! 

SESSIONS 

Taster Session Wednesday 4th April  2-4pm £4.50 
Advanced All-Day Session Thursday 5th April  10am - 3pm £8  
The above sessions are run in partnership between the club, school and Rugby Borough 

Council. You need to pre-book with the council on 01788533777 
Club Sessions Newcomers very welcome - first two sessions free! 

Wednesday 6 - 8pm & Sunday 10.30 - 12.30pm   
There is no session on Easter Sunday. 

Home Match Nights   

Thursday 8pm & Friday 7.15pm 
www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAWRENCE SHERIFF SCHOOL 
RUGBY   

TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS 
 

Wanted from September: an enthusiastic teacher, newly qualified or 
experienced, to teach Mathematics up to GCSE and A level standard at 
this 11-18 Voluntary Aided boys’ grammar school. With 780 pupils 300 
of them in the sixth form, the school takes approximately the top 20% of 
the ability range.  
 
The Mathematics Department occupies a modern, purpose-built 
Mathematics suite. It runs very popular and successful courses 
throughout the school and Mathematics was very highly praised in the 
school’s most recent OFSTED inspection.  The school is currently in its 
third year as a Mathematics and Computing Specialist School. 
 
Please telephone, fax or e-mail for application forms and further details:  
Tel (01788) 542074, Fax (01788) 567962,  
E-mail – lss@lawrencesheriffschool.com  
 
Closing date for applications: Friday 27 April 2007. 
 
Lawrence Sheriff School, Clifton Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 
3AG.  Website: www.lawrencesheriffschool.com 
 
 
 

LAWRENCE SHERIFF SCHOOL RUGBY 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
 

Lawrence Sheriff School is seeking to appoint a keen and enthusiastic Teacher to 
work in a highly successful Physical Education Department throughout this 11-
18 Voluntary Aided boys’ grammar school. The School offers the statutory 
induction scheme for NQTs.  
 
The successful applicant will play an active and committed role in both curricular 
and extra-curricular life and have the opportunity to contribute to the 
development of examined PE. Amongst the main sports in the School are rugby, 
cricket, basketball, athletics and hockey, but there is a substantial programme of 
other sports.  
 
The department received a positive OFSTED report in January 2005 and PE 
continues to be a popular option at both GCSE and A level.  This new position is 
available owing to the promotion of the current postholder. 
 
Please telephone, fax or e-mail for application forms and further details: 
Tel (01788) 542074, Fax (01788) 567962,  
E-mail lss@lawrencesheriffschool.com  
 
Closing date for applications: Friday 27 April 2007. 
 
Lawrence Sheriff School, Clifton Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 3AG.  
Website: www.lawrencesheriffschool.com 
 

The Student Voice 
  

The recent conference in Birmingham on student voice showed 6 council members 2 things: firstly that regionally student voice is going from strength to strength; secondly 
that Sheriff is at the forefront of this progression. We were there to give a short workshop about the student voice in our school. This obviously includes the council, but also 
the extra activities we get involved in (such as work trawls etc.). In both our sessions our room was packed, and the presentations went well and got good feedback. 
Throughout the day there were also brief presentations given about ‘radical’ new ways student voice was being used across the country. A roving mic gave the chance for 
schools to say if and how they were doing such an idea; and impressively, Sheriff always had something to say! One idea we have taken away is a mentoring scheme. 
Already there are mentoring schemes with other schools, but it would be nice to establish one between the year groups at Sheriff. What do you think? Contact your rep. 
On a different note, Thursday saw another wave of applicants for the position of French & German teacher being interviewed by 5 members of the Student Council. All were 
very good, two especially so, and our opinion was clearly valued by Dr. Kay and Dr. Kent, as well as the French and German departments. Such staff interviews are vital, as 
in the end, it is the student who has to spend a year or more with the teacher. The feedback can prove invaluable down the line, and only the student council make this 
possible. Sam Mortimer 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE 
 

Pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 took part in the first round of the UK Challenge in February this year and showed they are very adept at solving 
Mathematical problems. They have achieved 20 gold awards in this year’s challenge in addition to 23 silver and 21 bronze certificates. 
 Ben Windsor (Yr11) won the ‘best in school’ award, and he along with Carl Smith, Robert Iredale, Oliver Vavasour, Stanley Pinsent 
(Yr10) and Michael Hope (Yr9) were invited to enter the ‘Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad’ which is a two hour written paper which requires 
clear and complete final solutions. Also through to the ‘Kangaroo’ Qualifier, which is an one hour set of Mathematical problems with multiple 
choice answers, were John Lees (Yr11), Alex Czerniewski, Sean Ravenhall (Yr10), Benjamin Lord, Jo Ostrowski, Oly Ducker, Joe Evans, Sam 
Smith and Adam Hilliard (Yr9). We are waiting for the results so ‘Best of Luck’ to them all and well done to all the following Mathematicians: 
 
Gold Awards: Ben Windsor, John Lees, Carl Smith, Robert Iredale, Oliver Vavasour, Stanley Pinsent, Alex Czerniewski, Sean Ravenhall, 
James Burt, Alex Nottingham, Daniel Gunn, Samuel Ridgway, Matthew Cooper, Michael Hope,  Benjamin Lord, Jo Ostrowski, Oly Ducker, Joe 
Evans, Sam Smith, Adam Hilliard.  
 
Silver Awards: John Glanville, Matt James, John Finnerty, Sammy Salter, James Thornton, Jamie Greaves, Daniel Lenton, Robert Sansby, 
Matthew Hart, James Oxborough, Sean Doran, Samuel Hayley, Alex Tompsett, Isaac Spencer, Simon Webber, Kai Forde, Thomas Scoltock, 
Joseph Elwell, Paul Foster, Joel Pettifor, Jordan Bunn, Hugh Jenkinson, Ryan Nouch. 
 
Bronze Awards: Calum Mountifield, William Mitchell, Daniel Macdonald, Nathan Grealy, Adam Higgins, Jamie Birse, Oliver Kalinowski, 
Benjamin Thompson, Matt Wilby, Navraj Johal, Alex Donal-Pitter, Frankie Gillet, Andrew Atayi, Nathan Gunter, Jordan Edgington, Leo Sollitt, 
Matthew Watson, Mitesh Patel, Chris Macdonald, Ben Meakin, David Wu. 
Claire Barnes 

Library Closed for Orals 
 

On the following dates the Library will be closed: 
 
Friday 20th April – Morning Only 
Wednesday 25th April – All Day 
Wednesday 2nd May – All Day 
Thursday 3rd May – All Day 
Friday 4th May – All Day 
Thursday 10th May – All Day 
Friday 11th May – All Day 
 
Please read the notices and be quiet around the building. 
Thank you. Mo Parr 
 

House Merits - Week ending 30/03/2007 
 

As we approach the end of the Easter term, here are the running totals so 
far for the House Merit Cup:- 
In fourth place with 1452 points – Caldecott, 
 

In third place with 1977 points – Simpson, 
 

In second place with 2399 points – Wheeler,  
 
In first place with 2601 points - Tait! 
 

Keep up the good work gentlemen,  
and remember that points are awarded for every certificate you receive, 
Sheila Poppa ☺  
 


